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T hird-year law student diligently perusing his
homework assignment.
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Fear of serious injury alone cann

ot

justify oppression of free speech
and assembly. Men feared witches

and burnt women. It is the funct
of speech to free men from

the bondage of irrational fears

Louis D. Brandeis (1856-1941)

ion

Associate Justice, The Supreme

Court of the United States
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Foreword

Market capitalism has come to dominate
the legal profession in a way that it did not a
generation ago.

Today, the pro t margin seems to Ae writ
large in a way that it was not in the past.

This oAservation, that the practice of
law is today a Ausiness where once it was a
profession, has consideradle truth.

But if the law rm simply counts the
numAer of hours spent and sends a Aill for
that amount, perhaps there isnit any great
difference Aetween the law rm & and the
of ce supply vendor who simply counts the
numAer of pencils furnished and sends a Aill.

In choosing a joA, you are very likely
choosing a lifestyle.

Just as time is money in the law practice,
dongt forget that your supply of time is no more
inexhaustiAle than your supply of money.

Things you would like to do today Aut feel
you canit Aecause your joA is too demanding
may never Ae done.

William HuAAs Rehnquist
(1924-2005)

The Chief Justice

of the United States

(From a speech

given Ay the nations
top-ranking judge

to the graduating law students
at Catholic University

on May 25, 1996)
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Oath Of Admission
To The Florida Bar

The general principles which should ever
control the lawyer in the practice of
the legal profession are clearly set forth
in the following oath of admission to
The Bar, which the lawyer is sworn on
admission to obey and for the willful
violation to which disbarment may be had.

I do solemnly swear:

1 1 will support the Constitution of the
United States and the Constitution of
the State of Florida.

I 1 will maintain the respect due to courts
of justice and judicial of cersh

I 1 will not counsel or maintain any suit or
proceeding which shall appear to me to
be unjust, nor any defense except such
as | believe to be honestly debatable
under the law of the landA

1 1 will employ for the purpose of
maintaining the causes con ded to me
such means only as are consistent with
truth and honor, and will never seek
to mislead the judge or jury by any
arti ce or false statement of fact or
lawA

I 1 will maintain the con dence and
preserve inviolate the secrets of my
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clients, and will accept no compensation
in connection with their business except
from them or with their knowledge and
approval;

1 1 will abstain from all offensive
personality and advance no fact
prejudicial to the honor or reputation of
a party or witness, unless required by
the justice of the cause with which 1
am charged;

I 1 will never reject, from any
consideration personal to myself, the
cause of the defenseless or oppressed,
or delay anyone s cause for lucre or
maliceA So help me GodA

Codicil For Those To Whom 1t Applies
(Prepared By A Frustrated Client)

1 1 shall relentlessly defend my clients
innocence until he or she is brokeA

I And, of course, should misery be
showered upon my client as a result of
my accepting the responsibilities that go
hand in hand with client representation,
I will not spare any efforts to place
responsibility and blame where 1 want
them to be placed: squarely onto the
shoulders of my clientA
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It's a field trip assignment
for third-year law students:
practicing law office teamwork.
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I s that what every lawyer dreams of?
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It's not what you think.
Ve are witnessing a barber in action.

The lawyer has learned
how to atter his master
In word
and Andulge him In deed;
but his soul s small and unrighteous
O from the c¢rst he has éracticed
deceétlon and retallation,
and has become
stunted and wareed.
And so he has eassed
out of youth into manhood,
having no soundness in him.
Plato (427-347 B.C.)
Greek éhllosoéher
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L_awyer refusing to take on
an impecunious client.
(Even then they chose
their clients carefully.)

God works wonders now and then:
Behold! A lawyer, an honest man.
Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)
American statesman, scientist,
inventor, and author

(OF 8

I dont think you can make a lawyer
honest Ay an act of legislation.
You ve got to work
on his conscience.

And his lack of conscience
is what makes him a lawyer.
Will Rogers (1879-1935)
American actor and humorist
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“L_isten up now.
It isn’t that difficult.”

(B t’s like a modern-day classroom setting of an
A\merican law school.)

It is the trade of lawyers
to question everything,
yield nothing,
and to talk by the hour.
Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826)
3rd United States president

CcE
Reform of the justice system is
too important to be left
to lawyers and judges.
William Hubbs Rehnquist (1924-2005)
The Chief Justice
of the United States
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“Now, now, young lad vy, don’t cry.
I'm a lawyer and
| will represent you.”

If you cannot be an honest attorney,
then be honest even though
you are not an attorney.
Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865)
16th United States president

07

Woe unto you, lawyers!
For ye have taken away
the key of knowledge:
ye entered not in yourselves,
and them that were entering in
ye hindered.
Bible Luke 11:52

CE

Two classes of people
have poor public relations:
mothers-in-law
and attorneys-at-law.
Erle Stanley Gardner (1889-1970)
American writer of detective o ct ion



